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REVIEW QUESTIONS 
(10/18/01) 

Review Questions for particular emphasis when reading the Draft Protocol: 

Are the logic, strategy, and structure of the protocol clear? 

Does the protocol adequately provide for containment, handling, and analysis of 
the sample to both protect the Earth and ensure the scientific value of the 
sample? 

Will execution of the protocol satisfy the SSB recommendation that "samples 
returned from Mars by spacecraft should be contained and treated as potentially 
hazardous until proven otherwise?" 

Will execution of the protocol satisfy the SSB recommendation that "controlled 
distribution of un-sterilized materials should only occur if rigorous analyses 
determine that the materials do not contain a biological hazard?" 

Can Earth organisms that might contaminate the sample be detected and 
identified as such by the protocol? 

Are the recommended sterilizing processes in the protocol adequate to allow 
removal of treated aliquots of sample from the initial containment facility, before 
the full protocol is conducted on the returned sample? 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of distributing the protocol activities 
among more than one containment facility? 

Does the protocol require analytical techniques that are consistent with the 
current state-of-the-art, and / or with current practice? 

To what extent can the protocol meet the objectives of other parties who might 
have an interest in the handling of returned martian samples (regulatory 
agencies, the public, the scientific community, etc.)? 

10) Given the current level of ambiguity and uncertainty about Mars sample materials 
that will be returned, can we envision that the results from the protocol can be 
sufficiently thorough to permit release of an un-sterilized sample from 
containment for controlled distribution to the scientific community? Or 
alternatively will the protocol likely allow the discovery of extraterrestrial life within 
the sample if it exists? 

11) Is the Draft Protocol an adequate baseline for future planning? 


